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SUBJECT: BANGLADESH: INDIAN REACTION AND CONCERN OF BANGLADESH 
DIPLOMATS 

REF: NEW DELHI 15342 

SUMMARY: THE CONGRESS PARTY'S UNOFFICIAL DAILY "NATIONAL 
HERALD" NOVEMBER 20 CARRIED AN EXCEPTIONALLY STRONG 
EDITORIAL ON BANGLADESH. IT SAID THERE WAS NO EARLY PROS- 
PECT OF A RETURN TO NORMALCY THERE, THAT A RETURN OF THE 
MAJORS WOULD BE "PROOF POSITIVE" THAT THOSE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THE RECENT BLOOD-LETTING REMAIN IN POWER IN DACCA, AND 
THAT INDIA MUST OPPOSE THE "BLOOD-THIRSTY CLIQUE" TRYING 
TO GET THE UPPPER HAND IN THE GOB. STORIES ON BANGLADESH 
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PAPERS. A NOVEMBER 19 EDITORIAL IN A PRO-CONGRESS 
CALCUTTA PAPER EXPRESSES INDIAN CONERN ABOUT THE SAFETY 
OF ITS NATIONALS FOLLOWING THE DISCOVERY OF A GRENADE IN 
THE RESIDENCE OF THE INDIAN HIGH COMMISSIONER IN DACCA. 

IN A CONVERSATION WITH AN EMBOFF NOVEMBER 20, THE FIRST 
SECRETARY OF THE BANGLADESH HIGH COMMISSION EMOTIONALLY 
ARGUED THAT INDIA WAS BUILDING UP TO INTERVENE IN BANGLADESH. 
HE THOUGHT THAT THE GOI WOULD SUPPORT BANGLADESH ELEMENTS 
OPPOSED TO THE GOB AND THAT THIS WAS MORE LIKELY THAN DIRECT 
MILITARY INTERVENTION. SUCH COVERT ACTIVITY, HE SAID, 

HAD PROBABLY ALREAZR BEGUN. THE FIRST SECRETARY SAID 
OTHER COLLEAGUES AT THE HIGH COMMISSION SHARED HIQ VIEWS 
BUT REFUSED SPECIFICALLY TO INCLUDE HIS HIGH COSNONER. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. THE NOVEMBER 20 EDITION OF THE CONGRESS-R'S UNOFFICIAL 
DAILY, "NATIONAL HERALD," PUBLISHED ONE OF THE STRONGEST 
EDITORIALS WE HAVE SEEN TO DATE ON BANGLADES. THE PIECE 
BEGINS: "THERE SEEMS NO EARLY PROSPECT OF NORMALCY BEING 
RESTORED IN BANGLADESH." REFERRING TO THE REPORTS ABOUT 

THE LIKELY RETURN OF THE MAJORS NOW IN BANGKOK TO BANGLADESH. 
THE "HERALD" STATES: "THIS IS PROOF POSITIVE THAT ELEMENTS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR BANGLADESH'S RECENT BLOOD-STAINED HISTORY 
CONTINUE TO BE IN POWER IN DACCA." THE PAPER CLAIMS 
THAT THE BRITISH AND AMERICAN JOURNALISTS RESPONSIBLE FOR 
STORIES OF INDIAN MILITARY INTERVENTION IN BANGLADESH WERE 
BRIEFED BY THE "ANTI-INDIAN FACTION IN THE (BANGLADESH) 

ARMY." IN INDIA IS SAID TO CONTINUE "STEADFAST IN ITS REGARD 
FOR BANGLADESH AND WILL DO EVERYTHING IN ITS POWER TO ENABLE 
IT TO SETTLE DOWN AFTER THE RECENT TRAGIC EVENTS. ..IT WOULD 
BE IDLE TO PRETEND THAT IT IS A DISINTERESTED SPECTATOR OF 
THE BANGLADESH SCENE." THE EDITWAIAL CONCLUDES THAT INDIA 
"MUST, THEREFORE, MAKE CLEAR THAT IT WILL OPPOSE THE BLOOD- 
THIRSTY CLIQUE THAT IS TRYING TO GET THE UPPER HAND IN THE 
GOVERNMENT OF BANGLADESH." 

2. THE NOVEMBER 20V PRESS FRONT-PAGES REPORTS ATTRIBUTED TO 
THE STATE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN IN WASHINGTON CONFIRMING 
TROUBLE IN THE BANGLADESH MILITARY DURING THE PAST TWO 
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WEEKS. THE SPOKESMAN IS QUOTED AS SAYING THAT "DISCIPLINE 
IS BEING RESTORED AND CONDITIONS ARE RETURNING TO ORMAL." 

A REPORT IS ATTRIBUTED TO THE PTI WIRE SERVICE THAT 
CHITTAGONG REMAINS A "PANIC-STRICKEN TOWN." A UNI WIRE 
SERVICE DESPATCH REPORTS THAT LOWER GRADE ARMY OFFICERS OF 
THE SADIPUR CANTONMENT IN RANGPUR DISTRICT STAGED A DEMON- 
STRATION IN BEHALDNMOF DEMANDS FOR INCREASED PAY AND BENEFITS. 
THE PRESS GIVES PROMINENT COVERAGE TO A BBC STORY QUOTING 
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COL. ABDUL RASHEED FROM BANGKOK THAT THE MAJORS WILL BE 
RETURNING TO BANGLADESH SHORTLY. 

3. PRO-CONGRESS CALCUTTA DAILY AMRITA BAZAR PATRIKA DEVOTES 
ITS LEAD EDITORIAL NOVEMBER 19 TO BANGLADESH, UNDER THE 
HEADING "MATTER OF CONCERN." PAPERS SAYS THE DISCOVERY OF 

A GRENADE IN AREA OF THE INDIAN HIGH COMMISSION DACCA 
"INCREASES INDIA'S CONCERN... ABOUT THE SAFETY OF INDIAN 
NATIONALS AND THEIR PROPERTY.’" PAPER CONTINUES: "IT IS 
HOPED THAT CLOSE COOPERATION BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENTS OF 
INDIA AND BANGLADESH WILL ENSURE THE SECURITY OF INDIAN 
NATIONALS AND EMOVE THE UNEASINESS OF THE PUBLIC IN 
THIS COUNTRY." EDITORIAL CONCLUDES ON A CONCILIATORY NOTE 
SAYING: "INDIA'S CONCERN FOR THE SAFETY OF HER NATIONALS 
IMPLIES NO CHANGE IN HER ATTITUDE TOWARDS BANGLADESH." 

4. THE FIRST SECRETARY OF THE BANGLADESH HIGH COMMISSION 
IN NEW DELHI, ZIAUS SHAMS CHOWDHURY, EXPRESSED HIS VERY 
GRAVE CONCERN OVER THE LIKELIHOOD OF INDIAN INTERVENTION 

IN BANGLADESH IN A CONVERSATION WITH AN EMBOFF NOVEMBER 20. 
CHOWDHURY THOUGHT THE INDIANS WERE MORE LIKELY TO INTER- 
ZVENE BY SUPPORTING BANGLADESH ELEMENTS HOSTILE TO THE 
GOB THAN BY SENDING INDIAN TROOPS ACROSS THE BORDER. HE 
SAID THIS FORM OF COVERT INTERVENTION HAD PROBABLY ALREADY 
BEGUN. CHOWDHURY, WHO CLAIMED TO BE REFLECTING THE 
SENTIMENTS OF HIS OTHER COLLEAGUES AT THE HIGH COMMISSION, 
POINTED TO A BUILDUP IN THE INDIAN PRESS AGAINST THE PRESENT 
REGIME IN BANGLADESH. HE CLALIMED THAT HIS SUSPICIONS WERE 
INCREASED BY UNSPECIFIED CONVERSATIONS WITH INDIANS HERE. 
CHOWDHURY NOTED THE STATEMENT OF THE GOB SPOKESMAN NOVEMBER 
18 ON THE GRENADE DISCOVERED AT THE RESIDENCE OF 
THE INDIAN HIGH COMMISSIONER IN DACCA (REPORTED DACCA 5708 
NOTAL). HE ARGUED THAT A LIKELY EXPLANATION FOR THE 
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INCIDENT WAS THAT THE INDIANS THEMSELVES HAD PLANTED THE 
GRENADE AS A PROVOCATION. CHOWDHURY WAS PARTICULARLY 
ANXIOUS ABOUT THE HOSTILE ATTITUDE OF THE USSR TOWARD THE 
REGIME IN DACCA AND APPEALED FOR USG SUPPORT FOR THE 
INDEPENDENCE AND SOVEREIGNTY OF HIS COUNTRY. 

5. COMMENT: CHOWDHURY'S PRESENTATION AND APPEAL 

WAS A HIGHLY EMOTIONAL AND PERSONAL ONE. IN RESPONSE TO 
EMBOFF'S QUESTION WHETHER THE HIGH COMMISSIONER SHARED 
HIS VIEWS, CHOWDHURY WOULD ONLY SAY THAT HE MOST LIKELY 
DID SO. 

SAXBE 
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